
Rhode Island

On 29 July 1790, Rhode Island became the 13th and final colony to ratify the constitution by a 
vote of 34-32, the narrowest of margins of any colony.  Previously, the state had rejected the U.S. 
Constitution during a popular referendum by a vote of 2,708 to 237 on 27 May 1788.

Almost 90 years after Rhode Island became the last of the original thirteen colonies to form a 
union, the General Assembly of the state adopted an official design for a state flag. The colors 
and design of the flag date back to colonial times and the original establishment of Rhode Island 
and the Providence Plantations under King Charles II of England. The most prominent feature of 
the  flag,  the  anchor,  dates  back  to  1647  and  the  Cromwellian  Patent  of  1643  when  the 
Providence Plantations were established. Later, when a more liberal charter was bestowed upon 
the colony, the anchor was again chosen for the seal and the word "HOPE" was added.
The colors, white and blue, were flown during the American Revolution, the War of 1812 and the 
Mexican War. The thirteen stars representing the original thirteen colonies were also displayed 
on flags flown by the Continental Regiments during the Revolution.
Todays flag is much the same flag that was adopted in 1897. Centered on the white field is an 
anchor surrounded by thirteen stars. Below the Anchor is a blue ribbon that displays the word 
"HOPE", the state motto.
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