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On 01 May 1867, Nebraska was admitted to the Union as the 37
th

 state. 

The first thing generally said about the Nebraska State Flag is that Nebraska was one of the last 

states to adopt a state flag. 

Nebraska did finally get around to officially describing a state banner in 1925. In a bill 

introduced by J. Lloyd McMaster, passed by the legislature and signed by the Governor on 

March 28, 1925, the design of the banner was described as "...a reproduction of the Great Seal of 

the State charged on the center of gold and silver on a field of national blue. 

In 1963, the Nebraska State Legislature designated the state banner the official State Flag of 

Nebraska. 

In 1866 the first constitution of Nebraska stated, "There shall be a seal of the state, which shall 

be kept by the governor and used by him officially, and shall be called the Great Seal of the State 

of Nebraska." After statehood had been achieved in March of 1867 then Governor Butler called a 

special session of the legislature to pass such laws as the Governor thought necessary for starting 

the state government. In this special session a bill was introduced that required the Secretary of 

State to procure a seal "...to be designated and known as the Great Seal of the State of Nebraska." 

The bill went on to specify, "The eastern part of the circle to be represented by a steamboat 

ascending the Missouri River, the mechanic arts to be represented by a smith with a hammer and 

anvil, in the foreground, agriculture to be represented by a settlers cabin, sheaves of wheat, and 

stalks of growing corn, in the background a train of cars heading towards the Rocky Mountains, 

and on the extreme west, the Rocky Mountains to be plainly in view, around the top of the circle, 

to be in capital letters, the motto: "Equality Before the Law," and the circle to be surrounded with 

the words, "Great Seal of the State of Nebraska, March 1, 1867." A sum of twenty-five dollars 

was appropriated to enable the Secretary of State to carry out the act and the bill was signed into 

law by Governor Butler on June 15, 1867. 

According to legend the seal purchased by then Secretary of State Thomas Kennard played a key 

role when the State Capitol was moved from Omaha to Lincoln in 1868. According to Mr. 
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Kennard's statements much later in his life he and Governor Butler had decided to go along with 

the movement to make the move to Lincoln. "So Governor Butler and I, without consulting any 

other person, decided what steps we should take. We planned that he should leave Omaha and go 

to his home in Pawnee City and prepare his proclamation announcing the removal, that I would 

go to my home in Washington county and on the following Sunday I would hitch up my team 

and drive up to Omaha, go into the Capitol, wrap up the seal, carefully take it out and place it 

under the seat in my buggy, drive straight to the west over the prairies and before Sunday closed 

cross the Platte river. The scheme was successfully carried out, and on the following Monday I 

appeared at the new Capitol with the State Seal and put the impression upon the proclamation of 

Governor Butler, who met me here, and which declared that the Capitol of the State of Nebraska 

was at Lincoln, County of Lancaster, Nebraska, and now open for business."  

The same seal that was purchased in 1867 and played the key role in the moving of the Capitol 

from Omaha to Lincoln the next year, is still in use today. The Seal is located in the Secretary of 

State's office and still leaves its impression on all official State documents.  

Sources: 

http://www.netstate.com/states/symb/flags/ne_flag.htm 

http://www.sos.state.ne.us/seal.html 
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