
The Twenty Star Flag 1818

20-Star Flag

In 1818, five stars were added to the flag, representing Indiana, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Ohio, and Tennessee, bringing the total number of stars to 20.
On April 4, 1818, an act was passed by Congress at the suggestion of U.S. 
Naval Captain Samuel C. Reid, in which the flag was changed to have 20 
stars (with a new star to be added in the future when each new state was 
admitted), but the number of stripes would always remain at thirteen to 
honor the original colonies. The act specified that new flag designs should 
become official on the first July 4 (Independence Day) following admission 
of one or more new states.
However, there was no provision for how the stars should be arranged (that 
was not cleared up until 1912). The military services, however, did establish 
regular patterns as early as 1818, but these were not binding on the public. 
Stars in rows were, of course, the most common design for commercially 
manufactured flags as it was the simplest to produce.


