The Star-Spangled Banner 1795

15 Stars - 15 Stripes

This flag became the official United States Flag on May 1, 1795. Two new stars were
added for the admission of Vermont and Kentucky. This flag was used for the next 23
years, and it is the only flag to ever have more than 13 stripes.

During the War of 1812, Major George Armistead, Commandant of Fort McHenry
outside of Baltimore, Maryland, said he "desired to have a flag made so large that the
British will have no difficulty in seeing it from a distance" if they attacked. A giant
garrison flag (an oversized American flag is called a garrison flag) was made by a
Baltimore flag maker named Mary Young Pickersgill, whose mother, Rebecca Flower
Young, had made the Grand Union Flag for George Washington. The Fort McHenry
Flag was 30 feet high and 42 feet long.

During the war the British attacked and burnt the capital building in Washington, D.C. in
August of 1814. The next month the they attacked Baltimore. During the bombardment
of Fort McHenry, Francis Scott Key wrote "The Star-Spangled Banner" in honor of the
men at Fort McHenry and the very big flag that flew over the Fort. The British failed to
capture Ft. McHenry and were unsuccessful on their attack of Baltimore.



