
The South Carolina Naval Ensign 1778

South Carolina Naval Ensign

According to an article appearing in National Geographics 
Magazine on historical flags (1917), this was the flag of the South 
Carolina Navy during the American Revolution. The flag is 
essentially the same as the Continental Naval Jack, but with the 
motto "DON'T TREAD ON ME" appearing on the third red stripe 
from the top, and using stripes with the colors of Scotland (blue) 
and England (red). Prior to the article this flag was not associated 
with the South Carolina Navy. 
This flag is now being mistakenly reproduced by some modern 
flag companies with the motto "DON'T TREAD ON ME" placed 
not on the third red stripe down, but on the second stripe from the 
bottom where they appeared on the First Continental Navy Jack. 
Unfortunately, the words don't show up well on the dark blue 
stripe.


