
The Simcoe Yorktown Flag 1781

Simcoe Yorktown Flag

During the battle of Yorktown in October, 1781, this flag flew on the right 
flank of the American troops. A 26 year-old British Lieutenant Colonel 
named John Graves Simcoe in command of the Queen's Rangers at 
Yorktown painted this from his station across the river.
Many flag historians believe that the flag was between Simcoe and his 
position at Gloucester Point and the sun, thus resulting in the strange 
colors he perceived. After the war Simcoe went on to become Upper 
Canada's first lieutenant-governor and probably the most effective of all 
British officials dispatched from London to preside over a Canadian 
province.


