
The John Trumbull Flag

Saratoga and Yorktown Flag

American artist John Trumbull painted a collection of paintings for the 
capitol rotunda, two of which showed this flag. Since Trumbull had been an 
officer in the Continental Army in 1775, and for a short period was an aide-
de-camp of Washington, the assumption is that his paintings are based on 
his personal knowledge of the people and places he painted. 
However, there is debate over the flags shown in Trumbull's paintings since 
he was not personally at all of the battles and relied on the descriptions of 
those who were there to compose his drawings.  From the general 
composition and evidence in the canvas, Trumbull painted these picture 
between 1816 and 1824, but he based his compositions on smaller 
originals he made in the 1780s and 1790s.


