
The Guilford Courthouse Flag 1781

Guilford Courthouse Flag

Tradition tells us that this flag was raised over the Guilford Courthouse in 
North Carolina on March 15, 1781. There, under the leadership of General 
Nathaniel Greene, the militiamen halted the British advance through the 
Carolinas and turned them back to the seaport towns. This was one of the 
bloodiest battles of the Revolutionary War with the British losing over 25% 
of their troops. 
This unique Flag has an elongated canton and blue and red stripes. 
However, since it was common practice for military units to carry flags that 
featured common American symbols (such as stripes and stars), but to 
make them uniquely identifiable for use as their regimental flags, this flag 
was probably never intended for use as a national flag. Moreover, recent 
research now dates this flag between 1812-1814, thus making it more likely 
a North Carolina militia flag of the War of 1812 rather than a Revolutionary 
War flag as tradition previously believed.


